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1. THE ERITREAN EMERGENCY HAS PERSISTED FOR OVER THREE MONTHS 
NOW, ALTHOUGH ASMARA ITSELF HAS NOT REALLY BEEN ATTACKED SINCE 
MID-MARCH. AT PRESENT, FIGHTING BETWEEN INSURGENTS AND GOV'T 
FORCES CONTINUES SPORADICALLY AT SOME REMOVE FROM ASMARA BOTH 
TO THE NORTH AND SOUTH. AS INDICATED REF B, REPORTS OF INSURGENT 
PLANS FOR A RENEWAL OF ATTACKS ON ASMARA IN MAY OR JUNE CONTINUE 
TO BE RECEIVED. THE ONSET OF THE HEAVY RAINS IN MID-JUNE IS 

MOST OFTEN MENTIONED AS THE TIME MOST FAVORED BY THE INSURGENTS 
FOR RENEWED ACTION BECAUSE THE MOBILITY OF THE ETHIOPIAN ARMY 
WOULD BE REDUCED AND THE USE OF AIRCRAFT WOULD BE INHIBITED. 

2. ON THE OTHER HAND, THE PRESENCE IN ASMARA OF A FORMIDABLE 
ARRAY, SIX BATTALIONS, OF ETHIOPIAN TROOPS, WITH ANOTHER ELEVEN PLUS 
NOT FAR AWAY, NOW MORE OR LESS 'BLOODED' 1 WITH NEW TACTICS (REACTION 
FORCES) AND IMPROVED LEADERSHIP AS WELL AS VASTLY BETTER DISC- 
IPLINE MILITATES AGAINST FUTURE ATTACKS ON THE CITY BY THE INSUR- 
GENTS. THE LATTER ALSO REALIZE THAT THE CIVILIAN POPULATION, 

ON WHOM THEY DEPEND FOR SUPPORT, WOULD SUFFER THE MOST DURING 
AND AFTER ANY FIGHTING IN THE CITY. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 ASMARA 00461 080829Z 

3. ASIDE FROM RENEWED HOSTILITIES IN ASMARA THAT COULD ENDANGER 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


THE REMAINING AMERICANS, THE MOST SERIOUS CONCERN HAS BEEN THE 
REACTION OF THE INSURGENTS TO THE U.S. DECISION TO RESUPPLY 
AMMUNITION TO THE ETHIOPIAN ARMY. TO DATE THERE HAS BEEN NO OVERT 
REACTION, DESPITE EARLIER FEARS, AND ON THE BASIS OF INFORMATION 
REACHING THE CONGEN, IT APPEARS LESS LIKELY NOW THAT THERE WILL BE 
ONE. 

4. CONSEQUENTLY, AMERICANS HERE ARE INCREASINGLY INTERESTED 

IN HAVING THE BAN ON DEPENDENT TRAVEL LIFTED SO THAT THEIR FAMILIES 
CAN JOIN THEM, MYSELF NOT LEAST OF ALL. DEPENDENTS OF CONGEN STAFF 
MEMBERS ARE PRESENTLY AT SAFEHAVENS IN BANGKOK (KLOTZBACH), BONN 
(HAM), AND ADDIS ABABA (SHERRY). DEPENDENTS OF OTHER USG AGENCIES 
AND CONTRACT GROUPS IN ASMARA HAVE BEEN EVACUATED TO THE U.S. 

MY SECRETARY (POTTER) IS POISED IN ADDIS ABABA. 

5. RECOMMENDATION: AFTER CONSIDERABLE DISCUSSION OF THIS PROBLEM 
WITH ALL CONCERNED HERE, AND TAKING THE MILITARY VIEWS OF THE 
EUCOM REP INTO ACCOUNT, WHILE TRYING TO STRIKE A PRUDENT BALANCE, 

I RECOMMEND AT THIS TIME DEPENDENTS AND EVACUATED STAFF MEMBERS 
BE PERMITTED TO RETURN TO ASMARA IF THERE HAS BEEN NO RENEWAL 

OF FIGHTING IN OR NEAR THE CITY BY THE END OF JUNE. I WOULD 
APPRECIATE HAVING THE DEPARTMENT'S AND EMBASSY ADDIS ABABA'S 
CONCURRENCE AND/OR COMMENTS. 

SHERRY 
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